THE    ROAD    TO    BARBARISM
The signs of destruction are increasing. But on the surface life
has scarcely changed. In spite of warnings the streets are full; no
one takes any notice of the air raids. Here and there a street is
roped off. From time to time there is the explosion of a time-
bomb. But business goes on, and there is no sign of weariness
among the people. Wherever one goes one may see moving and
impressive pictures. On a mantelpiece in an upper storey of a
house reduced to rubble there stand still a little collection of
family photographs; souvenirs hang on the wall. Fragments of
rooms and of furniture are suspended in the sunlight above the
abyss.
Men must pay the full price for historic change; nothing comes
as a gift to them. We have just been considering here whether
these appalling events could have been avoided; it was an idle
speculation. Perhaps they could have been, and certainly in this
form; but where were the statesmen, and not only they but the
political groupings, with the foresight and the influence to do
what was needed in time?
Is the blending of new and old amid which we are still living,
is this new European unit and are these new social and economic
structures, which are now becoming irrevocably a part of it,
conceivable without these incursions of a ruthless force? How is
this new world centre, which we see coming steadily within sight
in the form of a great British-American union of States, to be made
a reality? There will be a new Mediterranean between Great
Britain and America, the Atlantic basin, and round it the future
great empire of peace will come into existence, the Pax Atlantica.
The question what Hitler will do, whether he will attack,
whether he will prefer not to, pales into insignificance beside the
great, the crucial question: will there be strength enough to see
to it that this war shall end in a really "glorious" victory, in the
sense that this time the things that are needful will be done? Not
only new buildings, not only a longer week-end, not only the
removal of social privileges, not only the punishment of the guilty,
not only the relief of the worst distress, the worst hunger, but a
really great peace.
All this at present is far off, on the further shore for which our